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Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative website
to download materials and see additional information
at: https://www.northquabbinhc.org/

UPDATES:
Good Neighbors food pantry fundraiser
John Sheldon and his Ethereal Harp Guitar performs at
the Full Moon Coffeehouse Saturday, May 2, at 7:30
p.m. at Wendell Town Hall, with the proceeds to benefit
the Good Neighbors Pantry. The Good Neighbors
Pantry for 40 years has served the residents of New
Salem and Wendell with a weekly free food share at
Wendell Town Hall every Sunday at 11 a.m. As usual,
the May 2 coffeehouse will feature a delicious array of
baked goods for sale -- a “Dessert O Rama” -- along
with coffee and popcorn. Music starts with an open mic
at 7:30 p.m. It will be a fun night and always a great
vibe in Wendell. There are no advance tickets or
reservations and a sliding scale donation of $7 to $20,
cash only, at the door. For more information contact
https://www.wendellfullmoon.org.

Reminders
Saturday April 25th is National Sense of Smell
Day - Go ahead and stop and smell the
roses...and all of the other scents of spring

Monday April 26th is National Pet Parents
Day - Celebrate all of the pet parents in your
life

mailto:cpage@townoforange.org
https://www.wendellfullmoon.org/


Calendar of Events 

WARWICK Library A Revolutionary War Interpretive program for kids and adults - Sunday, April
26th @ 1 pm: 1776 was a pivotal year in American History, and Warwick Library is pleased to host
Thomas Quirk, a historical interpreter based in central Mass. When he was seven years old,
Thomas attended a reenactment of the Boston Massacre and was immediately bitten by the
eighteenth-century bug. Thomas is a current member of the Berkshire Fife and Drum Corps and
Grand Republic Fife and Drum Corps, and is also a marching instructor. He provides an
interactive experience with period clothing, goods, weapons, tools, and instruments - including a
fife and drum demo!

NEW SALEM Library Sourdough Starter Class Tuesday, April 28, 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Nicholas
D'Alessandro (Hearthstone Artisan Bakery) will be demonstrating how to make your own
sourdough starter. Join us and take home a healthy sourdough starter!

WARWICK May 9 10am-1pm Plant Swap at Warwick Library - Join us on the front lawn to swap
plants!

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide tag sale on the Common -- declutter your
house or find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent cake, or maybe even better, win a
cake! March in a parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a tree tour. The focus this year
is history -- learn about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of Independence, and learn
about the people who lived here a thousand years ago. You can help organize any of these
events -- sign up at Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you do, open up your calendar
now to September and mark Old Home Day September 12.

mailto:Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com


Community Food Access Resource List



Location Schedule Contact

Athol Senior Center
82 Freedom St

Athol, MA 01331

Tuesday and Wednesday
Congregate

(978) 249-9001

New Salem Luncheon Club
Central Congregational Church

22 South Main St
New Salem, MA 01355

2  & 4  Friday of the monthnd th

Congregate Dine-in
(413) 687-8089

Petersham Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Petersham, MA 01366

Wednesday
Congregate and 

Grab and Go
(978) 821-5549

Phillipston Luncheon Club
1  Congregational Churchst

The Common
Phillipston, MA 01331

1  & 3  Tuesday of the
month

st rd

Congregate Dine-in
Closed December to March

(978) 407-9504

Royalston Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Royalston, MA 01368

Wednesday
Congregate Dine-in

(978) 249-8957

Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of April 13th through April 19th, 2026:

0 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
4 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is at Low and Severity is at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – Number of cases are fluctuating

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday May 1st, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses




DURING DROP-IN HOURS AT:

RACHEL PURINTON, MSW
 413-500-6414

RPURINTON@TOWNOFORANGE.ORG

 
COMMUNITY

SOCIAL WORKER

MEET YOUR

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AROUND ACCESSING HELP?  
NORTH QUABBIN HEALTH COLLABORATIVE’S SOCIAL WORKER CAN ANSWER

QUESTIONS AND CONNECT YOU TO AVAILABLE RESOURCES & BENEFITS
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

FOOD
HOUSING & HOME REPAIR

TRANSPORTATION
HEALTHCARE & MENTAL HEALTH

SUPPORT FOR ELDERS OR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
SUPPORT GROUPS

& MUCH MORE

FREE &
CONFIDENTIAL

SUPPORT

 WHEELER MEMORIAL
LIBRARY, ORANGE

EVERY SECOND TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH FROM

2:30-4:30PM  

 NEW SALEM PUBLIC
LIBRARY

EVERY FOURTH TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH FROM

3:00-5:00PM  

SERVING ORANGE, NEW SALEM, WENDELL, WARWICK, & PETERSHAM



JOIN MS.  APRIL  FOR 
A FUN-FILLED STORYTIME!

 BEST  FOR AGES 3-5

Questions? 
emai l :  av io lette@orangel ib .org
Phone:  978-544-2495 x104

 Wheeler Memorial Library: Community Room
49 East Main St. Orange MA

10:30 am - 11:15 am
EVERY WEDNESDAY!

LITTLE BOOKWORMS
STORYTIME



FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT:STAR WARS

EPISODE IV: A NEW HOPE
 WheelerMemorial Library,

Community Room.
Thursday, May 21

5:00-7:30pm
Registration not required.

Everyone welcome!

st



MAY

MAY FEATURED CRAFTS:
MONDAY 5/4 - 2:00PM-2:45PM 

> CHEWBACCA PUPPET
TUESDAY 5/5 - 4:00PM-4:45PM 

> DEATH STAR ART
THURSDAY 5/7 - 6:00PM-6:45PM 

> TISSUE PAPER BABY YODA

 Tickets may be picked up in the children's room starting one
hour before the program. Each crafter may take one ticket,
valid for one session only. Tickets are distributed first come,
first served.
Best for ages 3–7. The age range is a guideline based on the
skill level needed for the crafts; all ages are welcome! Family
engagement is encouraged. Children under 8 must have a
grown-up present.

MINI-MAKERS
 FAMILY CRAFTING 

STARWARS 



Q u e s t i o n s ? ?
P l e a s e  c a l l  ( 9 7 8 ) - 5 4 4 - 2 4 9 5  X 1 0 4e m a i l  a v i o l e t t e @ o r a n g e l i b . o r g  

Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00pm

Wheeler Memorial Library

49 East Main St. Orange, MA

L E G O CLUB 



At Wheeler Memorial Library: 
49 EAST MAIN ST. ORANGE, MA 01364

Community Room

10:30 am - 1:15 am every Tuesday!
 JOIN MS.APRILFORA GROUP

BOARD BOOK READING, SONGS,
MOVEMENT, AND PLAYTIME! 

BEST FOR AGES 0-3

Questions? 
email: aviolette@orangelib.org

Phone: 978-544-2495 x104

BABY & TODDLER
STORYTIME AND

PLAYGROUP
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