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UPDATES:
OLD HOME DAYS

WARWICK August 22  and 23  Old Home Days -
This event was so much fun! From the food, to the
music, to the vendors set up. What a joy! Already
looking forward to next year.

nd rd

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is
looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide
tag sale on the Common -- declutter your house or
find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent
cake, or maybe even better, win a cake! March in a
parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a
tree tour. The focus this year is history -- learn
about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of
Independence, and learn about the people who
lived here a thousand years ago. You can help
organize any of these events -- sign up at
Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you
do, open up your calendar now to September and
mark Old Home Day September 12.

mailto:cpage@townoforange.org
mailto:Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com


Calendar of Events 

NEW SALEM Library When Good Feet Meet Bad Shoes Saturday, August 29 (save the date), 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Nan Mead, certified footcare nurse, will share information about foot anatomy,
foot care, and tips for choosing healthy footwear.

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide tag sale on the Common -- declutter your
house or find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent cake, or maybe even better, win a
cake! March in a parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a tree tour. The focus this year
is history -- learn about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of Independence, and learn
about the people who lived here a thousand years ago. You can help organize any of these
events -- sign up at Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you do, open up your calendar
now to September and mark Old Home Day September 12.

Saturday, September 19 Hazardous waste collection day
Franklin County Solid Waste District will hold the 2026 household hazardous waste collection on
Saturday, September 19, at Greenfield Community College and the Orange Transfer Station.
Residents and businesses must register by September 9. Online registration and mail-in
registration forms at the transfer station will be available in mid-August and in local newspapers.
An appointment time and instructions will be provided by mail after registration is processed.
Businesses may participate but must pay for disposal costs. This event provides households
with a free opportunity to dispose of hazardous items that should not be put in the trash, such
as leftover oil-based paints, stains, thinners, pesticides, pool chemicals, motor oil, antifreeze,
household cleaners, and other household chemicals. Batteries and mercury-containing items
such as fluorescent light bulbs, thermometers, and thermostats are not accepted at this
collection. However, these items, which may contain mercury or heavy metals, should not be
put in trash or recycling. Bring them to the transfer station and hand them to the attendant. In
addition, fluorescent light bulbs are accepted free of charge at Lowe’s stores. For more
information, including a complete list of what items are accepted, visit
franklincountywastedistrict.org or contact the district at info@franklincountywastedistrict.org,
(413) 772-2438.

http://franklincountywastedistrict.org/
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org


DPH Issues Public Health Advisory on Recalled Outshine Fruit Bars
August 21, 2026
Division of Food Protection

Read the full advisory on Mass.gov: DPH Issues Public Health Advisory on Recalled Outshine
Fruit Bars.

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) is advising consumers and retailers
about a voluntary recall of select Outshine Fruit Bars because they may contain glass. The
recalled products were distributed to retailers nationwide and may have been sold in
Massachusetts.

Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream, Inc. issued the recall after receiving consumer reports of glass in the
product. No illnesses or injuries associated with the recalled products have been reported as of
August 18, 2026.

Recalled products
Consumers should check their freezers for recalled Outshine Fruit Bars. The recall includes
specific batches of the following products:

Outshine Strawberry Fruit Bars, six-count package of 2.5-ounce bars
UPC: 041548610047
Outshine Grape Fruit Bars, six-count package of 2.5-ounce bars
UPC: 041548244044
Outshine Watermelon Fruit Bars, six-count package of 2.5-ounce bars
UPC: 041548413624
Outshine Black Cherry Fruit Bars, six-count package of 2.5-ounce bars
UPC: 041548000121
Outshine Tangerine Fruit Bars, six-count package of 2.5-ounce bars
UPC: 041548612041
Outshine Variety Pack Fruit Bars, 24-count package of 2.5-ounce bars
UPC: 041548816678

The UPC, batch code, and best-before date are printed on the bottom of the package.
Consumers should compare all three pieces of information with the list in the FDA recall
announcement. A matching flavor or package size alone does not necessarily mean that the
product is recalled.

No other Outshine products or varieties are included in the recall. Recalled products should not
be eaten, sold, served, or distributed.

https://www.mass.gov/news/dph-issues-public-health-advisory-on-recalled-outshine-fruit-bars
https://www.mass.gov/news/dph-issues-public-health-advisory-on-recalled-outshine-fruit-bars
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/updated-dreyers-grand-ice-cream-inc-issues-voluntary-recall-select-outshine-fruit-bars-due-possible*recall-announcement__;Iw!!CPANwP4y!Qe_6f5lDbVURZa5au2TJYxvNh3Zen6GHtFtsNPcpp-X0p6i4vaUGPmWl4HRLFgTzyQE6idDQZ2ihomzyh43yHlKGyWEeipX34ssWOFCMsmSoYE01aDJWrJ5BCw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/updated-dreyers-grand-ice-cream-inc-issues-voluntary-recall-select-outshine-fruit-bars-due-possible*recall-announcement__;Iw!!CPANwP4y!Qe_6f5lDbVURZa5au2TJYxvNh3Zen6GHtFtsNPcpp-X0p6i4vaUGPmWl4HRLFgTzyQE6idDQZ2ihomzyh43yHlKGyWEeipX34ssWOFCMsmSoYE01aDJWrJ5BCw$


State Public Health Officials Announce Season’s Second Human Case of West Nile Virus in
Massachusetts
WNV risk levels elevated to high in seven communities
BOSTON (August 24, 2026) – The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) today
announced the second human case of West Nile virus (WNV) in Massachusetts this year in a man
in his 60s who was exposed in Middlesex County.
This follows last week’s announcement of the first confirmed WNV infection in a person this
season who was also exposed in Middlesex County. As a result of these cases, the locations of
exposure, and cumulative findings of WNV in mosquito samples, the risk for WNV has been
elevated to high in Boston, Brookline, Cambridge, Everett, Newton, Somerville, and Watertown.
“We are currently in peak season for WNV in mosquitoes, and the risk for many across
Massachusetts is high,” said Public Health Commissioner Robbie Goldstein, MD, PhD. “Those
who are older or have compromised immune systems are especially at risk. I want to remind
everyone to continue to use repellent, cover up with clothing when the weather permits,
consider moving indoors during dusk to dawn hours when mosquitoes are biting, and make sure
to empty anything that may be collecting water outside your home.”
The first WNV-positive mosquitoes in the state this season were announced on June 16. So far,
there have been 184 WNV-positive mosquito samples detected this year from Barnstable,
Berkshire, Bristol, Dukes, Essex, Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth,
Suffolk, and Worcester counties. There have been no human or animal cases of Eastern equine
encephalitis (EEE) infection reported so far this year.
People have an important role to play in protecting themselves and their loved ones from
illnesses caused by mosquitoes.
Avoid mosquito bites
Apply insect repellent when outdoors. Use a repellent with an EPA-registered ingredient (DEET
(N,N-Diethyl-m-toluamide), permethrin, picaridin (KBR 3023), oil of lemon eucalyptus (p-
menthane-3,8-diol (PMD) or IR3535) according to the instructions on the product label. DEET
products should not be used on infants under two months of age and should be used in
concentrations of 30 percent or less on older children. Oil of lemon eucalyptus should not be
used on children under three years of age.
Be aware of peak mosquito hours. The hours from dusk to dawn are peak biting times for many
mosquitoes. Consider rescheduling outdoor activities that occur during the evening or early
morning in areas of high risk.
Clothing can help reduce mosquito bites. Wearing long sleeves, long pants, and socks when
outdoors will help keep mosquitoes away from your skin.
Mosquito-proof your home
Drain standing water. Mosquitoes lay their eggs in standing water. Limit the number of places
around your home for mosquitoes to breed by either draining or discarding items that hold
water. Check rain gutters and drains. Empty any unused flowerpots and wading pools and
change the water in birdbaths frequently.
Install or repair screens. Keep mosquitoes outside by having tightly fitting screens on all your
windows and doors.
More information, including all WNV and EEE positive results, can be found on the Arbovirus
Surveillance Information web page, which is updated daily, or by calling the DPH Division of
Epidemiology at 617-983-6800.

https://us.list-manage.com/6jIh9Dpd2Mq?e=a7218bde49&c2id=88be03b70e33285835e13f92fed86119
https://us.list-manage.com/RilCnInv1yX?e=a7218bde49&c2id=88be03b70e33285835e13f92fed86119
https://us.list-manage.com/RilCnInv1yX?e=a7218bde49&c2id=88be03b70e33285835e13f92fed86119


Community Food Access Resource List



Location Schedule Contact

Athol Senior Center
82 Freedom St

Athol, MA 01331

Tuesday and Wednesday
Congregate

(978) 249-9001

New Salem Luncheon Club
Central Congregational Church

22 South Main St
New Salem, MA 01355

2  & 4  Friday of the monthnd th

Congregate Dine-in
(413) 687-8089

Petersham Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Petersham, MA 01366

Wednesday
Congregate and 

Grab and Go
(978) 821-5549

Phillipston Luncheon Club
1  Congregational Churchst

The Common
Phillipston, MA 01331

1  & 3  Tuesday of the
month

st rd

Congregate Dine-in
Closed December to March

(978) 407-9504

Royalston Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Royalston, MA 01368

Wednesday
Congregate Dine-in

(978) 249-8957

Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of August 17th through August 23rd, 2026:

1 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
0 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is at Minimal and Severity is at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – Number of cases is very low 

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday September 5, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses




















TO KEEP MASSHEALTH COVERAGE, YOU
MAY NEED TO: 
• work, attend school, or volunteer 
• renew your coverage every 6 months

YOU MAY BE EXEMPT IF YOU ARE: 
• pregnant 
• a parent of a child 13 years or younger
• living with a disability or certain health 
conditions
• other exemptions may apply 

Visit: Mass.gov/MassHealthMemberChanges 

Reach out for local support: 

ATTENTION: If you are
between the ages of 19-64,
a new federal law may 
impact your MassHealth

 StartingJanuary1, 2027,thefederalgovernment
is making changes to MassHealth



Sharps Container Exchange Program

The North Quabbin Health Collaborative accepts

sealed sharps containers for exchange at 
131 W Main St Suite 211, Orange, MA 01364 (the OIC building)

Every Wednesday from 2:30-4:30pm, or by appointment

You may receive a new sharps container, free of charge

Please call 413-500-6414

to make an appointment
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