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Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative website
to download materials and see additional information
at: https://www.northquabbinhc.org/

UPDATES:
VACCINES

We’re going to offer a small amount of flu vaccines
to home bound individuals, postpartum families,
and high risk individuals in a home visit setting. If
you are interested in this please contact as at:
413-500-6414 or spiragis@townoforange.org

We are also working on setting up a Vaccine Clinic
for this fall. We will share more information as it
becomes available.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions!

mailto:cpage@townoforange.org
mailto:spiragis@townoforange.org


Calendar of Events 

Saturday, September 19 Hazardous waste collection day
Franklin County Solid Waste District will hold the 2026 household hazardous waste collection on
Saturday, September 19, at Greenfield Community College and the Orange Transfer Station.
Residents and businesses must register by September 9. Online registration and mail-in
registration forms at the transfer station will be available in mid-August and in local newspapers.
An appointment time and instructions will be provided by mail after registration is processed.
Businesses may participate but must pay for disposal costs. This event provides households
with a free opportunity to dispose of hazardous items that should not be put in the trash, such
as leftover oil-based paints, stains, thinners, pesticides, pool chemicals, motor oil, antifreeze,
household cleaners, and other household chemicals. Batteries and mercury-containing items
such as fluorescent light bulbs, thermometers, and thermostats are not accepted at this
collection. However, these items, which may contain mercury or heavy metals, should not be
put in trash or recycling. Bring them to the transfer station and hand them to the attendant. In
addition, fluorescent light bulbs are accepted free of charge at Lowe’s stores. For more
information, including a complete list of what items are accepted, visit
franklincountywastedistrict.org or contact the district at info@franklincountywastedistrict.org,
(413) 772-2438.

WARWICK HIKE September 20 at 1 p.m. Where to meet: At the beach parking area at Moores
Pond (the intersection of Wendell Road and South Holden Road). The Hike: This out-and-back
hike (approximately 3.4 miles with a change in elevation of about 360 feet) follows the original
Holden Road. We will start at Moores Pond, travel east for a short distance on South Holden
Road, enter the woods, and hike north to the Warwick Cemetery. Then, we will retrace our steps
back to the pond. Please bring hiking poles if you have them, proper footwear, bug spray, and a
water bottle. You may also want to bring your bathing suit for a dip in the pond after the hike.
We will have maps and a trail description available.

WARWICK LIBRARY Monthly Short Story Hour - Sarah Oren Jewett, Sept. 24th @ 7:30 pm: We’ll
read selections from Jewett’s Selected Stories and Sketches. Jewett (1849-1909), a novelist,
short story writer and poet, was born and died in South Berwick, Maine. She devoted her career
to capturing, in nuanced and sharply edged fiction, the inner drama in the
 outwardly quiet life of New England coastal towns. Her stories have a very modern resonance.
Come to read or just to listen.

WARWICK LIBRARY Tick Talk with a Nurse - Tuesday, September 29th @ 7pm: Public health
nurse Samantha Piragis returns for another free presentation about ticks, tick-borne illnesses
and tick bite prevention. NOTE: Samantha will again offer free Permethrin spraying to hiking/
outdoor boots and shoes at these events (Please bring a spare pair to wear).

http://franklincountywastedistrict.org/
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org


State Health Officials Announce Season’s Seventh Human Case of West Nile Virus in
Massachusetts 
 
WNV risk levels now elevated to moderate in most of the state 
BOSTON – The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) today is releasing updated
West Nile virus (WNV) surveillance and case numbers for the week, including the state’s seventh
human case of WNV this year in a man in his 60s exposed in Worcester County.
 
As a result of this case and increased WNV activity this season, risk levels for WNV were elevated
to moderate in most of the state. Only Dukes and Nantucket counties, as well as Provincetown
and Truro in Barnstable County remain at low risk. Risk levels remain high in Boston, Brookline,
Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Newton, Revere, Somerville, Watertown, and Winthrop.
 
“Mosquitoes remain active, and West Nile virus continues to spread,” said Public Health
Commissioner Robbie Goldstein, MD, PhD. “Because some risk will continue until the first hard
frost, I want to encourage everyone to keep using mosquito repellent and take other protective
measures, such as wearing long sleeves and pants to reduce exposed skin when spending time
outdoors.”
 
The first WNV-positive mosquitoes in the state this year were announced on June 16. Since
then, 307 mosquito samples have tested positive for WNV so far this season from Barnstable,
Berkshire, Bristol, Dukes, Essex, Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth,
Suffolk, and Worcester counties. There have been no animal cases of WNV reported this year.
 
Eastern equine encephalitis (EEE) has also been detected in mosquitoes in Massachusetts this
year. There have been 14 EEE-positive mosquito samples and no human or animal cases so far
this year.
 
DPH will update the public on WNV cases in Massachusetts via weekly press releases each
Friday. Surveillance information, including case updates, will continue to be updated daily and
posted online at the Massachusetts Arbovirus Update web page. DPH encourages everyone to
use this online resource regularly to stay informed on risk levels in their community and around
the state.
 
People have an important role to play in protecting themselves and their loved ones from
illnesses caused by mosquitoes.

https://us.list-manage.com/hORtRZLQSOL?e=a7218bde49&c2id=88be03b70e33285835e13f92fed86119


Community Food Access Resource List



Location Schedule Contact

Athol Senior Center
82 Freedom St

Athol, MA 01331

Tuesday and Wednesday
Congregate

(978) 249-9001

New Salem Luncheon Club
Central Congregational Church

22 South Main St
New Salem, MA 01355

2  & 4  Friday of the monthnd th

Congregate Dine-in
(413) 687-8089

Petersham Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Petersham, MA 01366

Wednesday
Congregate and 

Grab and Go
(978) 821-5549

Phillipston Luncheon Club
1  Congregational Churchst

The Common
Phillipston, MA 01331

1  & 3  Tuesday of the
month

st rd

Congregate Dine-in
Closed December to March

(978) 407-9504

Royalston Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Royalston, MA 01368

Wednesday
Congregate Dine-in

(978) 249-8957

Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of September 7th through September 13th, 2026:

0 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
0 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is at Minimal and Severity is at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – Number of cases is very low 

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday September 25, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses























	North Quabbin Health Collaborative
	Upcoming Events:
	Next Collaborative Meeting

	In this issue:
	Calendar of Events (pg 2)
	UPDATES:
	VACCINES



	Calendar of Events
	Saturday, September 19 Hazardous waste collection day

	State Health Officials Announce Season’s Seventh Human Case of West Nile Virus in Massachusetts
	WNV risk levels now elevated to moderate in most of the state
	Community Food Access Resource List
	Senior Dining Community Resource List
	Location
	Schedule
	Contact

	NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
	The Massachusetts Department of Public Health

