Upcoming Events:

Next Collaborative Meeting

Tuesday October 28th at 6pm
Location: TBD
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e Stats for Influenza and Respiratory
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e Warwick Halloween flyer (pg 10)

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative
website to download materials and see
additional information at: https://
www.northquabbinhc.org/
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Prevent. Promote. Protect.

Area Spooky Happenings:
ORANGE: Pumpkin Festival

Saturday 10/25 2-6pm

75 East Main St (Revival Wheeler Mansion)

There will be carnival style games and costume contests run
by local businesses, food vendors and local craft vendors on
the mansion grounds, with a Carnival Themed Haunted Fun
House inside the mansion.

NEW SALEM
Friday October 31 from 6-8pm

The New Salem Recreation Committee invites everyone to
Trunk or Treat Friday October 31 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Residents are welcome to park on the street and set up tables
on the town common to distribute candy.

WARWICK
Friday October 31 from 5:30-7:30pm

Join us at the Town Hall for pizza, snacks, crafts, and trick or
treating. (Flyer is on last page)

WENDELL
Saturday November 1 at 5:30pm

Wendell Ghost Town and Trunk or Treat on the Common. Take
a stroll through a haunted village that pops-up just once a
year. Gather at 5:45 at the Gazebo and Process into Ghost
Town at 6 for TRICK OR TREATING, SPOOKY HOUSES,
SHADOW PLAY THEATER, & more. Stay tuned in the case of
rain for announcements about our rain date Sunday Nov. 2.

PETERSHAM
Friday October 24 from 5:30-6:30pm

Trunk or Treat at the Petersham Center School - Costumes
are optional!

Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.



mailto:cpage@townoforange.org

Massachusetts arbovirus update

MDPH has identified four WNV positive mosquito samples from Barnstable, Middlesex, and Worcester
Counties. Personal protection measures are recommended due to the early season arbovirus detection
and average mosquito vector populations across the state. Check your risk levels throughout the season
by visiting our interactive site https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-arbovirus-update

Regional precipitation events and above average temperatures will support increased populations of
WNV and EEE mosquito vectors. Avoid mosquito bites by using EPA approved repellents, appropriate
clothing, and avoiding peak mosquito activity between dusk and dawn. Remove standing water by
emptying containers and tarps

WNV and EEE Virus Surveillance Summary
Results contained in this report reflect data up to and inclusive of
MMWR Week 41 (Sunday, 10/05/2025-Saturday, 10/11/2025)

Mosquito Surveillance

Number of Mosquito Samples Tested 8788
Number of WNV Positive Samples 451
Number of EEE Positive Samples 23
Equine/Mammal Surveillance

Number of Mammal Specimens Tested 7
Number of WNYV Positive Horses 0
Number of EEE Positive Horses 0
Number of other WNV Positive Mammals | 1
Human Surveillance

Number of Human Specimens Tested 173
Number of Human WNYV Cases 8
Number of Human EEE Cases 0

Summary of 2025 Mosquito Samples Tested
Massachusetts State Public Health Laboratory
Berkshire | Bristol Central Dukes East Norfolk | Mortheast Plymouth Suffolk
[5::::1::';::; 4 County County c“ﬁ: c‘;ud MA County |Middlesex| Country MA P‘L:TI::' lg::lmv SPHL County T:Z::il
McP Mmcp Mcp MCP mcp MCP MCP MCP MCP

37 (09/07-09/13/2024) 23 25 16 75 0 16| 21 29 52 14 29 30| 330
38 (09/14-09/20/2025) 5 24 8 31 2 7 14 27 14 10 17 8| 167
39 (09/21-09/27/2025) 3 16 15 23 3 8 0 18 20 8 25 [1} 133
40 (09/28-10/04/2025) 0 15 12 16 6 0 22 Q 11 6 28 0 116
41 (10/05-10/11/2025) 0 o 0 15 0 0 0 0 10 0 10 0 35
Total 410 500 821 1710 47 639 430 504 700 542 2155 270 8788

Numbers reflect finalized results; data are subject to change as additional test results are finalized.



Massachusetts arbovirus update continued

Chikungunya and Dengue, Reported in Massachusetts by County of Residence, 2025
(These data are current as of 10/14/2025 and are subject to change)

County Chikungunya virus infection Dengue Fever
Barnstable 0 0
Berkshire 0 0
Bristol 0 2
Dukes 0 0
Essex 0 4
Franklin 0 1
Hampden 0 0
Hampshire 0 0
Middlesex 1 4
Nantucket 0 0
Norfolk 1 0
Plymouth 0 1
Suffolk 1 8
Worcester 1 3
Total 4 23

Note: Cases listed above were travel-acquired unless otherwise not



Calendar of Events

ORANGE: Seeds of Solidarity Saturday Oct 25, 10.30-11.30 am. Farm Tour and Mocktails with the
Founders. Enjoy a guided walking tour of our site with abundant no-till gardens, solar
greenhouses, energy efficient structures, and inspiring conversation along the way. Free, no-
preregistration, just be on time.

ORANGE: Seeds of Solidarity Sunday Oct 26, 10am to 5PM.. Rich and Healthy: No-till for
Successful Farms. Are you a farmer or market gardener seeking to start or transition to no-till
methods that use simple tools, build healthy soil, reduce labor and cost inputs, promote climate
resilience and increase your connection to the land? You’ll learn several no-till, climate
resilience techniques in this experiential, day-long workshop with seasoned farmer Ricky Baruc.
Plus, special guest soil science presenter. Sliding scale $65-$95. Space limited, email
deb@seedsofsolidarity.org to register. Soup and salad lunch included. Scholarships for farmers
of color, or new farmers going no-till. Let us know if this is you!

NEW SALEM: Library October Book Discussion Group, Monday, October 27,4 p.m. to 5 p.m. This
month we are reading Orbital by Samantha Harvey. Winner of the prestigious Booker Prize in
2024, this small book is packed with a little of everything. It is set in a space station that
continually orbits Earth. Wonderfully written and an amazing source of information about
conditions for humans in space, with poetic descriptions of the changing views as they circle
around the planet. Books are available at the library and new readers are always welcome! This
is a Zoom program at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86211609962?
pwd=UbNeT6waxHDps5ygTFeaBhiyjaRVNH.1.

NEW SALEM: Library "Mysterious Quabbin" Save the Date: Thursday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe is back with a special program spotlighting the many strange
and unusual happenings in the Quabbin area. Join us for tales of strange sightings along the
reservoir's edges, unusual lights in the sky, and infamous hauntings.

NEW SALEM: Saturday, November 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Swift River School craft fair: The
Parent-Teacher-Community Association at Swift River School is hosting its first craft fair this
fall! The PTCA is currently accepting vendors. The cost is $20 per spot and the money goes
towards the students at SRS. If anyone is interested in applying, they can email Emily Hall at
teamsrs@swiftriverschool.org or apply using this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeP2h9crjOMpuAtgk7qDFZrtWQPxk6wu9xhHLuUti79RM 0Z0g/viewform?usp=dialog.

WENDELL: Library - Saturday November 1: Ghost Town at Sundown, with rain date of Sunday
November 2. Begins at dusk. It’s not too early to start brainstorming how you want to be
involved!
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Calendar of Events Continued

WENDELL: Tuesday November 4: Canva for Beginners: Learn how to design with this free online
tool! 6:30-8:30p.m. Join us for this two-part workshop where you’ll learn how to design eye-
catching flyers, thank-you cards, and posters using Canva. Week One: Get started with Canva.
We’ll guide you step-by-step through creating your first design. No prior design experience
needed! Week Two: Take your skills further! Learn advanced features and explore how Canva can
help you create and promote events, businesses, or services.

WENDELL: Sunday November 9: CookBook Book Club- 4:30 p.m. Cook a Recipe from Ottolenghi
Comfort for a pot-luck style book discussion. Let us know if you are coming by emailing
wendell@cwmars.org.

WARWICK: Holiday Fair Saturday, November 29 from 10am to 3pm at the Community School -
Small Business Saturday" Holiday Fair. We expect to be offering lunch and a bake sale. Santa has
confirmed and we will have live holiday music on the stage.


mailto:wendell@cwmars.org

Community Food Access Resource List

Resource Names

Location

Days/Hours

Contact Information

Good Neighbor Food Pantry

Qld Town Hall Wendell, 6
Center St, Wendell

Sundays 11am-noon, Last
Name A-K 1st and 3rd
Sunday, Last Name L-Z 2nd
and 4th Sunday

978-544-3775

Tuesday Sam-noon, Every

The Salvation Army 107 Ridge Ave, Athol other Tuesday delivery 978-249-8111
Monday 9am-11am, Closed
The Salvation Army 72 Chapman St, Greenfield |on Holidays 413-773-3154
Our Lady Immaculate Church 192 School St, Athol Tuesdays 10am-1:30pm 978-249-6790
2nd Congregation Church,
Greenfield Pop Pantry 16 Court Sq, Greenfield Tuesdays 4.30pm-5:30pm  |413-774-4355

Community Foed Pantry at Athol
High School

2363 Main St, Athol
(Located in the back of
AHS)

Wednesdays, Summer
hours 11am-1pm, School
year hours 3pm-5pm

978-249-2435 ext
314

Athol Senior Center

82 Freedom St, Athol

Wednesdays 11am-11:45am

978-249-8986

Orange Council on Aging

St Mary's, 20 West Myrtle
St, Orange

Wednesdays 10am-11am

978-544-3481

Turners Falls Mobile Food Bank

62 5th St, Turners Falls

3rd Wednesday of Month
1:30pm-2:30pm

413-419-0079

Thursdays 10am-3pm (If it's
a holiday then it will be open
on Wednesday. Deliveries

978-544-2149 (call

Orange Food Paniry 118 East Main St, Orange on Friday for Athol/Orange) |for deliveries)
St Vincent De Paul/St Mary's Food
Pantry 19 Congress St, Orange Open by appointment only  |978-544-6814
Marion’s Food Pantry On the Royalston Common | Open by appointment only  [978-895-7887
Monday-Friday
8:30am-9:30am (Breakfast)
The Salvation Army 72 Chapman St, Greenfield |11am-12:30pm (Lunch) 413-773-3154

Qur Lady of Peace Church

90 7th St, Turners Falls

Mondays 4pm-5:30pm
(Distributing hot meals and
gorcery bags to go from the
sidewalk in front of the
church)

413-863-2585

The Salvation Army

107 Ridge Ave, Athol

Tuesdays 4:30pm-5:30pm
(Dine in/Delivery)

978-249-8111

Second Congregational Church

16 Court Square, Greenfield

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
4:45pm-5:45pm, hot meals
to go Tuesdays and
Wednesdays on the side
driveway

413-774-4355

Athol Senior Center

82 Freedom 5t, Athol

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
at noon (Must RSVP the day
before). For individuals 60
and over andfor disabled.
Senior Dining at Lynn's
Lunchecnette. Enjoy lunch
with athers, A $3.50
donation is welcome

978-249-8986
Reserve your meal
by Sam the day
before you dine

St Frances Church Hall

101 Main St, Athol

Wednesdays
(September-May) doors
open at Spm

978-249-7304

Thursdays 4:30pm-5:15pm
(Distributing ready-made
maeals to heat up at home.
We offer deliveries for meals

413-772-1033

Trinitarian Congregational Church

147 Main St, Northfield

(Take out meals only. You
must RSVP)

and pantry bags by a/community-meals/o
Orange United Methodist Church | 104 § Main St, Orange applications) range/
Fourth Thursday 4:30pm

413-498-5839

Athol Congregational Church

1225 Chestnut St, Athol

First Friday of the Month,
doors open at Spm, dinner at
5:30pm (Must RSVP by
Tuesday for a meal on
Friday)

978-249-6202

Meals on Wheels

Athol Senior Center &
Orange Council on Aging

LifePath Inc of Greenfield
provides home delivered
(noontime) meals to
homebound seniors, age 60
and older and/or disabled,
who are not able to prepare
nutritious and balanced

meals for themselves.

1-800-732-4636 (call
to see if eligibla)




Senior Dining Community Resource List

Senior Dining Center or Luncheon Club Location Serving Days Schedule Contact/Phone Reservations
Athol Senior Center Tuesday & Wednesday
82 Freedom Street Congregate (978) 249-09001

Athol, MA 01331

New Salem Luncheon Club 2nd & dth Friday of the month

Central Congregational Church Congregate Dine-in (978) 575-0116
22 South Main St.

New Salem, MA 01355

Petersham Luncheon Club Wednesday
Town Hall Congregate and Grab and Go 9TB-B21-5549

Petershanm, MA 01366

Phillipston Luncheon Club 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month
Ist Congregational Church Congregate Dine-in (978) 407-9504
The Common Closed December to March

Phallipston, MaA 01331

Royalston Luncheon Club Wednesday
Town Hall Congregate Dine-in UTH-249-895T
Rovalston, MA 01368



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases

In the the one-week period of October 13th through October 19th:
e O official cases of COVID-19 within the district
e O cases of influenza

Respiratory Illness Reporting

Massachusetts Department of Public Health | Respiratory lliness Dashboard

s . Last updated on October 23, 2025
Overview of Respiratory lliness Last Week with data through October 18, 2025

| Trends this Season I [ Patient Demographic Characteristics I l Historical Trends ] l Geography ] I Resources

We estimate that emergency department visits related to respiratory iliness are...

Very Low Very Low Very Low Veary Low
for acute respiratory diseases for COVID-19 for influenza for RSV
Estimated and observed percent of acute respiratory disease emergency department visits and .
From October 12, 2025 to October . : raph selection:
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All data are preliminary and subject to change. Sauree: Bureau of Infectious Dissase and Laboratory Sciences, Syndromic Surveillance program.
Created by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences, Division of Surveillance, Analytics and Informatics.

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza

, Massachusetts Department of Public Health | Respiratory Immunizations Dashboard L st et o July 3, 2025

b

Overview of Immunization Progress this Season with data through June 28, 2025

l Demographic Characteristics J l Trends Over Time I l Data by County | ' Data by Town ] l RSV ] l Resources I
Vaccinated against COVID-19 Vaccinated against influenza Immunized against RSV
20.8% 40.6%

Approximately 1 out of every 5 Massachusetts residents Approximately 2 out of every 5 Massachusetts residents
have been vaccinated against COVID-19 this season. have been vaccinated against influenza this season. 166.797
L

1 Approximately, 166,797
_ 40.6% Massachusetts residents have
received an RSV vaccination or
monoclonal antibody treatment for
RSV this season. For more on RSV

immunizations, click on the RSV button
in the menu above.

- 20.8%

Massachusetls residents vaccinated against COVID-19 Massachuselts residents vaccinated against influenza

37.1%

of Massachusetts residents ages 75+
have ever been vaccinated against
RSV.

& 2025 Mapbox & OpenStrestMap ¥ ‘Q_‘_A & 2025 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

Source: Massachusetts immunization Information System {MIIS), also called an immunization regisfiry, is a confidential, web-based system that collects and stores vaccination records for any vaccine administered
in Massachusetts. The data in MIIS are updated frequently, but may not include all ion records for M husetts residents, such as those who were vaccinated out of state. Data are preliminary and
subject to change. For more information on MIIS, visit mass.govimiis, MIlS is maintained and analyzed by the Immunization Division. Population data source: UMass Donahue Institute

Created by the Massachusetts Depariment of Public Health, Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences, Division of Surveillance, Analytics and Informatics.




The Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Influenza Reporting — Influenza rate is still at Low

Massachusetts Department of Public Health | Weekly Influenza Update

5 Last updated Oclober 23, 2025
Overview of Influenza Last Week with data through October 18, 2025

[ Influenza Activity Trends ] [ IL1 Activity ] I Lab Testing | I Deaths due to Influenza ] I Resources ]

Influenza-like iliness visits Most common influenza strains last week
are less than baseline

Current estimated Influenza-like iliness (ILI) activity e &
o e 1.07% 1.07%
M ini mal Prior week Last week| State-wide laboratory testing for influenza:
Type A
for the week of 10/12/2025 to 10/18/2025
MA SPHL testing:

Seasonal type A/ HIN2

Hospitalizations associated Influenza deaths
with influenza

Current estimated severity of influenza

0.09%
Low Last week 1
for the week of 10/12/2025 to 10/18/2025 o to date this season
0.04%
Prior week
All data are preliminary and subject to change. Source: Bureau of Infectious Disease and Lab y Sclences, Division of Epil ¥
Created by the Massachusetis Department of Public Health, Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences, Division of illance, Analytics and Ir

COVID-19 Reporting — We are seeing an slight decrease in the number of cases

Massachusetts Department of Public Health | COVID-19 Dashboard Last updated on Oclober 23, 2025 with data
Overview of the Data through October 18, 2025

l COVID-19 Cases and Deaths ] I Demographic Characteristics ] [ Data by City & Town ] [ Resources ]

So far during the 2025-2026 respiratory season®*...

COVID-19 Cases COVID-19 Deaths

Last week, October 12, 2025 to October 18, 2025, there were 481 confirmed 'gg\‘%ej‘; (?C‘;"‘“ 1;-02025;’ “;P%"O‘“\?{Eﬁ-@??’ﬁ-’ there were 3 confirmed
COVID-19 cases and 78 probable COVID-19 cases. ~id deawis ald U protabie =i ceais.,
There have been a tolal of 13,924 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 3,383 probable There hava hesn a 1.0!3‘ ofta c.nnﬁrmed COVID-19 deaths and 8 probable
: % COVID-19 deaths this season.
COVID-19 cases this season.
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Looking for hospitalization data? These data are now reported on the Respiratory lliness dashboard. Click here to go to that page.

“Respiratory season starts at the beginning of July and ends the following June. Data are reported by weak. Interpret recent data with caution as data backfill over time and these values are likely to change: For
earller COVID-18 data, please visit our Data Archive. Data Sources: COVID-18 Data provided by the Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sclences and the Registry of Vital Records and Stalistics;
COVID-19 Hospitalization Data provided by the MDPH survey of hospitals (hospital survey data are self-reported); Created by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Infectious Disease and
Laboratory Sciences, Division of Surveiliance, Analytics and Informatics.

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday October 31st, 2025
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| EXTRAVAGANZA
_ CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN WITH US!
FOOD, CRAFTS,
TRICK OR TREATING & MORE!

)

OCTOBER 31, 2025

4:30PM-7:30PM

4:30PM
PIZZA & SNACKS INTHE TOWN HALL

5:00PM-7PM
FOOD, CRAFTS, TRICK OR TREATING ON COMMON & HOUSES
NEAR THE CENTER OF TOWN.

7-7:30PM
CANDY SWAP AT THE TOWN HALL

SPONSORED BY THE WARWICK RECREATION COMMITTEE
THIS IS A FREE COMMUNITY EVENT
FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT:
AMBER HOLLOWAY: AMBIE783@ME.COM OR 978-413-9740




