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Upcoming Events:
Next Collaborative Meeting
     Tuesday October 28th at 6pm
     Location: TBD

Area Spooky Happenings:
ORANGE: Pumpkin Festival
Saturday 10/25 2-6pm
75 East Main St (Revival Wheeler Mansion)
There will be carnival style games and costume contests run
by local businesses, food vendors and local craft vendors on
the mansion grounds, with a Carnival Themed Haunted Fun
House inside the mansion.

NEW SALEM
Friday October 31 from 6-8pm
The New Salem Recreation Committee invites everyone to
Trunk or Treat Friday October 31 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Residents are welcome to park on the street and set up tables
on the town common to distribute candy.

WARWICK
Friday October 31 from 5:30-7:30pm 
Join us at the Town Hall for pizza, snacks, crafts, and trick or
treating. (Flyer is on last page)

WENDELL
Saturday November 1 at 5:30pm
Wendell Ghost Town and Trunk or Treat on the Common. Take
a stroll through a haunted village that pops-up just once a
year. Gather at 5:45 at the Gazebo and Process into Ghost
Town at 6 for TRICK OR TREATING, SPOOKY HOUSES,
SHADOW PLAY THEATER, & more. Stay tuned in the case of
rain for announcements about our rain date Sunday Nov. 2.

PETERSHAM
Friday October 24 from 5:30-6:30pm
Trunk or Treat at the Petersham Center School - Costumes
are optional!

In this issue:
Arbovirus Report (pg 2-3)
Calendar of Events (pg 4-5)
Community Food Access Resource
List (pg 6)
Senior Dining Community Resource
List (pg 7)
Stats for Influenza and Respiratory
Diseases (pg 8-9)
Warwick Halloween flyer (pg 10)

Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative
website to download materials and see
additional information at: https://
www.northquabbinhc.org/

mailto:cpage@townoforange.org


Massachusetts arbovirus update

MDPH has identified four WNV positive mosquito samples from Barnstable, Middlesex, and Worcester
Counties. Personal protection measures are recommended due to the early season arbovirus detection
and average mosquito vector populations across the state. Check your risk levels throughout the season
by visiting our interactive site https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-arbovirus-update

Regional precipitation events and above average temperatures will support increased populations of
WNV and EEE mosquito vectors. Avoid mosquito bites by using EPA approved repellents, appropriate
clothing, and avoiding peak mosquito activity between dusk and dawn. Remove standing water by
emptying containers and tarps



Massachusetts arbovirus update continued



Calendar of Events 

ORANGE: Seeds of Solidarity Saturday Oct 25, 10.30-11.30 am. Farm Tour and Mocktails with the
Founders. Enjoy a guided walking tour of our site with abundant no-till gardens, solar
greenhouses, energy efficient structures, and inspiring conversation along the way. Free, no-
preregistration, just be on time.

ORANGE: Seeds of Solidarity Sunday Oct 26, 10am to 5PM.. Rich and Healthy: No-till for
Successful Farms. Are you a farmer or market gardener seeking to start or transition to no-till
methods that use simple tools, build healthy soil, reduce labor and cost inputs, promote climate
resilience and increase your connection to the land? You’ll learn several no-till, climate
resilience techniques in this experiential, day-long workshop with seasoned farmer Ricky Baruc.
Plus, special guest soil science presenter. Sliding scale $65-$95. Space limited, email
deb@seedsofsolidarity.org to register. Soup and salad lunch included. Scholarships for farmers
of color, or new farmers going no-till. Let us know if this is you!

NEW SALEM: Library October Book Discussion Group, Monday, October 27, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. This
month we are reading Orbital by Samantha Harvey. Winner of the prestigious Booker Prize in
2024, this small book is packed with a little of everything. It is set in a space station that
continually orbits Earth. Wonderfully written and an amazing source of information about
conditions for humans in space, with poetic descriptions of the changing views as they circle
around the planet. Books are available at the library and new readers are always welcome! This
is a Zoom program at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86211609962?
pwd=UbNeT6waxHDps5ygTFeaBhiyjaRVNH.1.

NEW SALEM: Library "Mysterious Quabbin" Save the Date: Thursday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe is back with a special program spotlighting the many strange
and unusual happenings in the Quabbin area. Join us for tales of strange sightings along the
reservoir's edges, unusual lights in the sky, and infamous hauntings.

NEW SALEM: Saturday, November 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Swift River School craft fair: The
Parent-Teacher-Community Association at Swift River School is hosting its first craft fair this
fall! The PTCA is currently accepting vendors. The cost is $20 per spot and the money goes
towards the students at SRS. If anyone is interested in applying, they can email Emily Hall at
teamsrs@swiftriverschool.org or apply using this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeP2h9crj0MpuAtqk7qDFZrtWQPxk6wu9xhHLuti79RM_oZOg/viewform?usp=dialog.

WENDELL: Library - Saturday November 1: Ghost Town at Sundown, with rain date of Sunday
November 2. Begins at dusk. It’s not too early to start brainstorming how you want to be
involved!
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Calendar of Events Continued

WENDELL: Tuesday November 4: Canva for Beginners: Learn how to design with this free online
tool! 6:30-8:30p.m.  Join us for this two-part workshop where you’ll learn how to design eye-
catching flyers, thank-you cards, and posters using Canva. Week One: Get started with Canva.
We’ll guide you step-by-step through creating your first design. No prior design experience
needed! Week Two: Take your skills further! Learn advanced features and explore how Canva can
help you create and promote events, businesses, or services.

WENDELL:  Sunday November 9: CookBook Book Club- 4:30 p.m. Cook a Recipe from Ottolenghi
Comfort for a pot-luck style book discussion. Let us know if you are coming by emailing
wendell@cwmars.org.

WARWICK: Holiday Fair Saturday, November 29 from 10am to 3pm at the Community School -
Small Business Saturday" Holiday Fair. We expect to be offering lunch and a bake sale. Santa has
confirmed and we will have live holiday music on the stage.

mailto:wendell@cwmars.org


Community Food Access Resource List



Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of October 13th through October 19th:

0 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
0 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is still at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – We are seeing an slight decrease in the number of cases

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday October 31st, 2025
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