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Upcoming Events:
Next Collaborative Meeting
     Monday March 30  at 6pmth

     Location: Orange Town Hall
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Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative website
to download materials and see additional information
at: https://www.northquabbinhc.org/

UPDATES:

ORANGE
The Orange Food Pantry is now open in their
new location at 81 East River Street. They
will be back to normal hours of 10:00a.m. -
3:00p.m. on Thursdays starting Thursday,
January 8, 2026.

New Salem Library
Art and music event March 14
You're invited! Celebrate the unveiling of a
portrait by Ami Fagin honoring acclaimed pipa
artist Minqi Wang, followed by a live
performance by Minqi. Mary George of Nuneo
Entertainment writes, "Minqi's music bridges
worlds -- ancient strings, modern beats, and a
rare depth of feeling." A light brunch will be
served at the event, March 14 at the New Salem
Public Library, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event
is free and open to the public. Join us for an
inspiring hour of art, music, and community.

Reminders
Tuesday March 3  is National Soup
It Forward Day - Go ahead and make
the soup

rd

Wednesday March 4  is National
Marching Music Day - Are you
listening to marching bands?

th
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Calendar of Events 

WARWICK Community School - Saturday, February 28th 2026, 1-4PM
 Block Printing on Textiles with Kady Woods - Kady Woods is an artist and educator based in
Warwick. She found her artistic focus in block printing, as she is drawn to the way it transforms
ordinary materials into something new on paper and clothing. This workshop introduces
participants to the basic techniques of block printing, including designing, carving, and printing
their own original images. Beginner-friendly and everything provided! Participants will take
home their carved blocks and everything they printed on. $15/person supply fee.
 
NEW SALEM Art and music event March 14
 You're invited! Celebrate the unveiling of a portrait by Ami Fagin honoring acclaimed pipa artist
Minqi Wang, followed by a live performance by Minqi. Mary George of Nuneo Entertainment
writes, "Minqi's music bridges worlds -- ancient strings, modern beats, and a rare depth of
feeling." A light brunch will be served at the event, March 14 at the New Salem Public Library,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free and open to the public. Join us for an inspiring hour of
art, music, and community.

WENDELL Library Saturday March 28 1-4 p.m. Silk Magic Colors & Flowers: Silk painting
Workshop with Lidia of SimpleArtForms: Explore your creative side and experiment with colors
without fear of making a mistake. Come join this easy, magical, and relaxing adventure into the
world of freedom and creativity, after which you will get a masterpiece created by your own
hands. During this master class, you will tap into your creativity and grow your unique flower.
Funded by a grant from the Wendell Cultural Council. 12 spots available, please register.

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide tag sale on the Common -- declutter your
house or find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent cake, or maybe even better, win a
cake! March in a parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a tree tour. The focus this year
is history -- learn about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of Independence, and learn
about the people who lived here a thousand years ago. You can help organize any of these
events -- sign up at Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you do, open up your calendar
now to September and mark Old Home Day September 12.

mailto:Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com


Community Food Access Resource List



Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of February 16th through February 22nd, 2026:

1 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
3 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is at High and Severity is at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – Number of cases are decreasing

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday March 6th, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses




DURING DROP-IN HOURS AT:

RACHEL PURINTON, MSW
 413-500-6414

RPURINTON@TOWNOFORANGE.ORG

 
COMMUNITY

SOCIAL WORKER

MEET YOUR

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AROUND ACCESSING HELP?  
NORTH QUABBIN HEALTH COLLABORATIVE’S SOCIAL WORKER CAN ANSWER

QUESTIONS AND CONNECT YOU TO AVAILABLE RESOURCES & BENEFITS
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

FOOD
HOUSING & HOME REPAIR

TRANSPORTATION
HEALTHCARE & MENTAL HEALTH

SUPPORT FOR ELDERS OR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
SUPPORT GROUPS

& MUCH MORE

FREE &
CONFIDENTIAL

SUPPORT

 WHEELER MEMORIAL
LIBRARY, ORANGE

EVERY SECOND TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH FROM

2:30-4:30PM  

 NEW SALEM PUBLIC
LIBRARY

EVERY FOURTH TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH FROM

3:00-5:00PM  

SERVING ORANGE, NEW SALEM, WENDELL, WARWICK, & PETERSHAM





Sharps Container Exchange
Program

The North Quabbin Health Collaborative accepts
sealed sharps containers for exchange at 

131 W Main St Suite 211, Orange, MA 01364 (the OIC building)

You may receive a new sharps container, free of charge

Please call 413-500-6414
to make an appointment






