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Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative website
to download materials and see additional information
at: https://www.northquabbinhc.org/

UPDATES:
OLD HOME DAYS

WARWICK August 22  and 23  Old Home Days -
Details coming soon!

nd rd

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is
looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide
tag sale on the Common -- declutter your house or
find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent
cake, or maybe even better, win a cake! March in a
parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a
tree tour. The focus this year is history -- learn
about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of
Independence, and learn about the people who
lived here a thousand years ago. You can help
organize any of these events -- sign up at
Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you
do, open up your calendar now to September and
mark Old Home Day September 12.

mailto:cpage@townoforange.org
mailto:Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com


Calendar of Events 

NEW SALEM Library Crafternoons: Infinity Cubes Saturday, August 15, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Join us as
Jeanette Stockton demonstrates how to create amazing infinity cubes made with one-inch wood
cubes that can be decorated in any way you choose. To see an example, stop by the library or
check out the flyer on our website, https://newsalem.cwmars.org/events.

WARWICK Hike August 16 at 1 p.m. - Darling Brook and Hockanum Hill Trails - This long lollipop
loop hike (about 5.5 miles, with a change in elevation of about 50 feet) in the south of Warwick
combines the ruggedness of the Darling Brook Trail with the more family-friendly Hockanum Hill
trails. Please bring hiking poles if you have them, proper footwear, bug spray, and a water bottle.
We will have maps and a trail description available.

NEW SALEM “Understanding Drought and Water Supplies” will be presented by Professor
Konstantinos Andreadis of the University of Massachusetts Amherst, whose research focuses on
hydrology, water resources, drought, and climate impacts. The program is aimed at anyone
interested in where their water comes from. It will include why droughts have become more
frequent in recent years and what scientists expect as the climate continues to change. Other
topics will include aquifers, seasonal groundwater recharge from rainfall and snowmelt, well
fields, deep and shallow wells, and artesian wells. The presentation Thursday, August 20, at 6:30
p.m. in the Belchertown Town Hall Auditorium is free and open to the public. Questions will be
welcomed following the presentation. For more information, contact Ed Comeau at
edcomeau@gmail.com or (413) 896-5718.

WARWICK Library The Key to Poetry—Unlocking the Mystery, a workshop w/ bg Thurston:
Thursday, Aug. 20th @ 6:30 pm (to 7:45): Please join us for a fun summer workshop. In this mini
workshop (no experience necessary) we will explore examples and exercises for generating
poems. As bg writes: “For me, Poetry has been the endless pursuit of one discovery after
another. The poems I love best appear to be like rooms that change each time I enter them. I
find that most of us are ever hoping to unlock the magic of each poem and possess its meaning.
How can we become comfortable with “the unknowing” and let our writing embrace the
mysteries inside and around us?” Sharing of writing is voluntary and optional. Contact bg at
bgThurston@cathousefarm.com.

WARWICK August 22nd and 23rd Old Home Days - Details coming soon!

NEW SALEM Library August book discussion group Monday, August 24, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. This
month the group is reading Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus (now an AppleTV series).
Books and audiobooks are available to borrow from the library. The group meets once a month
on Zoom. If you have thought about joining a book group, check it out … new members are
always welcome! (The Zoom link is listed in the New Salem News the Saturday prior to the
meeting.)

https://newsalem.cwmars.org/events
mailto:edcomeau@gmail.com
mailto:bgThurston@cathousefarm.com


Calendar of Events Continued

WARWICK TCC Movie Night: Moonstruck Wednesday, August 26, 7PM Metcalf Chapel: Loretta
Castorini, a bookkeeper from Brooklyn, New York, finds herself in a difficult situation when she
falls for the brother of the man she has agreed to marry. Popcorn will be served and all are
welcome. The more the merrier~we hope to see you there.

WARWICK Library Monthly Short Story Hour - Langston Hughes, Aug 27th @ 7:30 pm: We’ll read
selections from The Ways of White Folks (1934). Born in the midwest, Langston Hughes
(1901-1967) was an influential poet, novelist, playwright, short-story writer, columnist and
activist. After moving to New York City he became a leading figure of the Harlem Renaissance, an
intellectual and cultural movement of African-American music, dance, art, fashion, literature,
theater, politics, and scholarship that spanned the 1920s and 1930s. Come to read or just to
listen.

NEW SALEM Library When Good Feet Meet Bad Shoes Saturday, August 29 (save the date), 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Nan Mead, certified footcare nurse, will share information about foot anatomy,
foot care, and tips for choosing healthy footwear.

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide tag sale on the Common -- declutter your
house or find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent cake, or maybe even better, win a
cake! March in a parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a tree tour. The focus this year
is history -- learn about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of Independence, and learn
about the people who lived here a thousand years ago. You can help organize any of these
events -- sign up at Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you do, open up your calendar
now to September and mark Old Home Day September 12.

Saturday, September 19 Hazardous waste collection day
 Franklin County Solid Waste District will hold the 2026 household hazardous waste collection
on Saturday, September 19, at Greenfield Community College and the Orange Transfer Station.
Residents and businesses must register by September 9. Online registration and mail-in
registration forms at the transfer station will be available in mid-August and in local newspapers.
An appointment time and instructions will be provided by mail after registration is processed.
Businesses may participate but must pay for disposal costs. This event provides households
with a free opportunity to dispose of hazardous items that should not be put in the trash, such
as leftover oil-based paints, stains, thinners, pesticides, pool chemicals, motor oil, antifreeze,
household cleaners, and other household chemicals. Batteries and mercury-containing items
such as fluorescent light bulbs, thermometers, and thermostats are not accepted at this
collection. However, these items, which may contain mercury or heavy metals, should not be
put in trash or recycling. Bring them to the transfer station and hand them to the attendant. In
addition, fluorescent light bulbs are accepted free of charge at Lowe’s stores. For more
information, including a complete list of what items are accepted, visit
franklincountywastedistrict.org or contact the district at info@franklincountywastedistrict.org,
(413) 772-2438.

http://franklincountywastedistrict.org/
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org


Community Food Access Resource List



Location Schedule Contact

Athol Senior Center
82 Freedom St

Athol, MA 01331

Tuesday and Wednesday
Congregate

(978) 249-9001

New Salem Luncheon Club
Central Congregational Church

22 South Main St
New Salem, MA 01355

2  & 4  Friday of the monthnd th

Congregate Dine-in
(413) 687-8089

Petersham Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Petersham, MA 01366

Wednesday
Congregate and 

Grab and Go
(978) 821-5549

Phillipston Luncheon Club
1  Congregational Churchst

The Common
Phillipston, MA 01331

1  & 3  Tuesday of the
month

st rd

Congregate Dine-in
Closed December to March

(978) 407-9504

Royalston Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Royalston, MA 01368

Wednesday
Congregate Dine-in

(978) 249-8957

Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of August 3rd through August 9th, 2026:

1 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
0 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is at Minimal and Severity is at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – Number of cases is very low 

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday August 21, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
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