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Don’t forget to send your area news and activities to cpage@townoforange.org to be included in
the next newsletter.

Visit the North Quabbin Health Collaborative website
to download materials and see additional information
at: https://www.northquabbinhc.org/

UPDATES:

ORANGE SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
APPLICATIONS AVAIABLE
     The Orange Scholarship Foundation, celebrating
its 65  anniversary this year, has announced that
scholarship applications are available and due by
May 30 .

th

th

     Orange Scholarship Foundation has awarded
over $1 million in scholarships to graduates of
Ralph C. Mahar Regional School in Orange.
Graduates of Mahar, as well students from Orange,
Wendell, New Salem and Petersham attending
Franklin County Technical School or
Montachusetts Regional Vocational School are
eligible along with post graduates.
     OSF is able to award scholarships from
investments made by the L. S. Starrett Company,
the Rodney Hunt Company, Orange Business
Association, the Mahar 50+ Club, as well as several
private investments. OSF welcomes donations and
can be mailed to Orange Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 298, Orange, MA 01364. 
     Applications are available at the Mahar Student
Services, the porch at Witty’s Funeral Home or
from Kathy Kilhart.

mailto:cpage@townoforange.org


Calendar of Events 
WARWICK Library Non-Fiction discussion group - Thursday, May 21st @ 7 pm: This discussion
group is wide open: Could be something you’re reading or listening to: science, history, memoirs,
biographies; articles, books, newsletters, journals. It’s all up for discussion at the new non-
fiction discussion group. Come to share/discuss or just to listen and build your reading list.

WARWICK Library “Humanism” discussion group - Tuesday, May 26th @ 7 pm: Discussion
facilitated by Jesse Lopes of Warwick, who teaches Philosophy at Boston College. Readings may
be suggested but are not required.

WARWICK TCC Movie Night: Wednesday, May 27th at 7:00 p.m. Popcorn served, all are welcome!
Life Is Beautiful (1997) is an Italian film directed by and starring Roberto Benigni, about a Jewish-
Italian waiter who uses humor and imagination to shield his young son from the horrors of a Nazi
concentration camp by pretending it's an elaborate game. The film, which won multiple
Academy Awards, including Best Actor for Benigni and Best Foreign Language Film, is known for
its blend of comedy and tragedy, telling a story of love, family, and sacrifice during the
Holocaust.

WARWICK Library Monthly Short Story Hour - Harper Lee, May 28th @ 7:30 pm: We’ll read a
selection from The Land of Sweet Forever: Stories and Essays, a 2025 collection of eight
previously unpublished early short stories by Harper Lee, author of “To Kill a Mockingbird”
(1960). Found in her New York apartment, these “apprentice” stories were written in the 1950s
and explore themes of southern life, childhood, and young adulthood in Alabama and New York.
Come to read or just to listen.

WARWICK Saturday May 30th at 2pm at the Town Hall - Live Solo Piano Performance by Dan
Becker. An afternoon of original neo-classical piano - intimate, cinematic, and deeply moving.
Featuring music from the EP “Echoes of Silence”

NEW SALEM Old Home Day September 12 is looking to be better than ever this year. Music!
Food cooked by firefighters! Crafts! A town-wide tag sale on the Common -- declutter your
house or find a treasure! Win a cash prize for your excellent cake, or maybe even better, win a
cake! March in a parade, play minigolf, volleyball, or kickball, take a tree tour. The focus this year
is history -- learn about New Salem at the time of the Declaration of Independence, and learn
about the people who lived here a thousand years ago. You can help organize any of these
events -- sign up at Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com -- but whatever you do, open up your calendar
now to September and mark Old Home Day September 12.

mailto:Jeanneclayton27@gmail.com


Community Food Access Resource List



Location Schedule Contact

Athol Senior Center
82 Freedom St

Athol, MA 01331

Tuesday and Wednesday
Congregate

(978) 249-9001

New Salem Luncheon Club
Central Congregational Church

22 South Main St
New Salem, MA 01355

2  & 4  Friday of the monthnd th

Congregate Dine-in
(413) 687-8089

Petersham Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Petersham, MA 01366

Wednesday
Congregate and 

Grab and Go
(978) 821-5549

Phillipston Luncheon Club
1  Congregational Churchst

The Common
Phillipston, MA 01331

1  & 3  Tuesday of the
month

st rd

Congregate Dine-in
Closed December to March

(978) 407-9504

Royalston Luncheon Club
Town Hall

Royalston, MA 01368

Wednesday
Congregate Dine-in

(978) 249-8957

Senior Dining Community Resource List



NQHC COVID-19 and Other Reportable Diseases
In the the one-week period of May 4th through May 10th, 2026:

0 official cases of COVID-19 within the district
2 cases of influenza 

Respiratory Illness Reporting 

Here is the overall percentages if individuals in Massachusetts immunized against Covid-19 and
Influenza



The Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Influenza Reporting – Influenza rate is at Minimal and Severity is at Low

COVID-19 Reporting – Number of cases are fluctuating

At this point in time there have been no additional updates to the Massachusetts Covid guidelines.
The latest version can be seen at https://www.mass.gov/info- details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-
spread-of-respiratory-viruses

Report created by Christy Page: cpage@townoforange.org
Next newsletter will be Friday May 22nd, 2026

https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses
https://www.mass.gov/info-%20details/staying-home-to-prevent-the-spread-of-respiratory-viruses




DURING DROP-IN HOURS AT:

RACHEL PURINTON, MSW
 413-500-6414

RPURINTON@TOWNOFORANGE.ORG

 
COMMUNITY

SOCIAL WORKER

MEET YOUR

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AROUND ACCESSING HELP?  
NORTH QUABBIN HEALTH COLLABORATIVE’S SOCIAL WORKER CAN ANSWER

QUESTIONS AND CONNECT YOU TO AVAILABLE RESOURCES & BENEFITS
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

FOOD
HOUSING & HOME REPAIR

TRANSPORTATION
HEALTHCARE & MENTAL HEALTH

SUPPORT FOR ELDERS OR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
SUPPORT GROUPS

& MUCH MORE

FREE &
CONFIDENTIAL

SUPPORT

 WHEELER MEMORIAL
LIBRARY, ORANGE

EVERY SECOND TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH FROM

2:30-4:30PM  

 NEW SALEM PUBLIC
LIBRARY

EVERY FOURTH TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH FROM

3:00-5:00PM  

SERVING ORANGE, NEW SALEM, WENDELL, WARWICK, & PETERSHAM



JOIN MS.  APRIL  FOR 
A FUN-FILLED STORYTIME!

 BEST  FOR AGES 3-5

Questions? 
emai l :  av io lette@orangel ib .org
Phone:  978-544-2495 x104

 Wheeler Memorial Library: Community Room
49 East Main St. Orange MA

10:30 am - 11:15 am
EVERY WEDNESDAY!

LITTLE BOOKWORMS
STORYTIME



FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT:STAR WARS

EPISODE IV: A NEW HOPE
 WheelerMemorial Library,

Community Room.
Thursday, May 21

5:00-7:30pm
Registration not required.

Everyone welcome!

st



Q u e s t i o n s ? ?
P l e a s e  c a l l  ( 9 7 8 ) - 5 4 4 - 2 4 9 5  X 1 0 4e m a i l  a v i o l e t t e @ o r a n g e l i b . o r g  

Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00pm

Wheeler Memorial Library

49 East Main St. Orange, MA

L E G O CLUB 



At Wheeler Memorial Library: 
49 EAST MAIN ST. ORANGE, MA 01364

Community Room

10:30 am - 1:15 am every Tuesday!
 JOIN MS.APRILFORA GROUP

BOARD BOOK READING, SONGS,
MOVEMENT, AND PLAYTIME! 

BEST FOR AGES 0-3

Questions? 
email: aviolette@orangelib.org

Phone: 978-544-2495 x104

BABY & TODDLER
STORYTIME AND

PLAYGROUP
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